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illustrious career, he hit 573 home runs, second only to Babe Ruth among all
players in American League history. Harmon Killebrew was a member of
the American League All-Star team on eleven occasions, and in 1969, he hit
49 home runs and batted in 140 runs and was named the American
League's Most Valuable Player.

In honoring Harmon Killebrew, we recognize the accomplishments of the
other baseball immortals enshrined in Cooperstown and the many contribu-
tions the sport has made to American culture and myth. Harmon Killebrew
is the latest in a lengthy list of players who, in the words of Justice Harry
Blackmun of the United States Supreme Court, “have sparked the diamond
and its environs and that have provided tinder for recaptured thrills, for
reminiscence and comparisons, and for conversation and anticipation . . .
and all other happenings, habits, and superstitions about and around base-
ball that have made it the 'national pastime’ or, depending upon the point
of view, 'the great American tragedy'.”

The Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 285, has designated June 13, 1984, Ante, p. 243.
as “Harmon Killebrew Day" and authorized and requested the President to
issue a proclamation in observance of this event.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim June 13, 1984, as Harmon Killebrew Day,
and I call upon the people of the United States to observe that day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and

eighth.
RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5213 of June 19, 1984
Minority Enterprise Development Week, 1984

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

America’s growth and prosperity depend on the full participation of all its
citizens. If we as a Nation are to remain the world’s leader in innovation,
technology and productivity, we must ensure that all Americans are in-
volved in our economic progress.

The fulfillment of this challenge has become more realistic today, because
of the significant contributions of minority American entrepreneurs to our
economy. The Nation’s 600,000 minority-owned businesses reveal the true
meaning of entrepreneurship. They have emerged as a dynamic force in the
marketplace, bringing innovative products and services to our economy,
and constituting the principal source for jobs and training for thousands of
American workers.

As we enter an era of greatly expanded opportunities in economic growth
and development. it is appropriate that we encourage minority business
owners by recognizing their tremendous contributions toward the continued
economic development of our Nation.
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Ante, p. 248.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week of October 7 through October 13,
1984, as Minority Enterprise Development Week, and I urge all Americans
to join together with the minority business enterprises of our Nation in ap-
propriate observances.

IN WITNESS WHEREOQOF, I have hereunto set my hand this nineteenth day
of June, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-four, and of
thi;h lﬂz:dependence of the United States of America the two hundred and
e .

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 5214 of June 22, 1984

Helen Keller Deaf-Blind Awareness Week, 1984

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation

Our eyes and ears provide vital ways of interacting with the world around
us. The lilt of laughter, the beat of a brass band, the smile of a friend, and
the poetry of a landscape are but a few of the life blessings that our senses
of sight and hearing help us to enjoy. But for some 40,000 Americans who
can neither see nor hear, the world can be a prison of darkness and silence.

Inadequate education, training, and rehabilitation for those who are deaf
and blind may prevent these Americans from becoming independent and
self-sufficient, thereby greatly limiting their life potential and imposing a
high economic and social cost on the Nation.

We must prevent such problems among our deaf-blind citizens by fostering
their independence, creating employment opportunities, and encouraging
their contributions to our society. Crucial to fulfilling this urgent national
need is research on the disorders that cause deafness and blindness.
Toward this end, the National Institute of Neurological and Communicative
Disorders and Stroke and the National Eye Institute as well as a number of
voluntary health agencies are supporting a wide range of investigative
projects that one day may provide the clues to curing and preventing these
devastating disorders.

On June 27 we commemorate the 104th anniversary of the birth of Helen
Keller, America's most renowned and respected deaf-blind person. Her ac-
complishments serve as a beacon of courage and hope for our Nation, sym-
bolizing what deaf-blind people can achieve.

In order to encourage public recognition of and compassion for the complex
problems caused by deaf-blindness and to emphasize the potential contri-
bution of deaf-blind persons to our Nation, the Congress, by Senate Joint
Resolution 261, has authorized and requested the President to issue a proc-
lamation designating the last week in June 1984 as “Helen Keller Deaf-Blind
Awareness Week.”

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning June 24, 1984, as Helen
Keller Deaf-Blind Awareness Week. I call upon all government agencies,
health organizations, communications media, and people of the United
States to observe this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities.
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